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Dear Stew: 
my 
Vour very. weleohe letter come yesterda ray 
together with the Lockport paper giving’ the details’ of 
the nev adeLtiion to your Church plant. Itvis indeed-7 ry, 
very fine, and we rejoice with you g@nd the” people of th 07). 
lst Church in this splendid addition to your material ee 
structure upon which and through which to erect that buh e 
Temple of ‘the Spiritiof men and women and boys and girls _ 
in which God is supremely g glorified. At our annual “Sane 
misslon meeting,’ which ie. just past, IT had o¢ecasion to-- — 
give an address to our Mission Body, and I took coos Oa 
to stress the need both at home and on the foreign field ee 
of beautiful Churches: I referred; I am afraidfa Jitth 
disparagingly, to that, spirit which is, ‘occasionally foun 
among migssionaries- not often- that bemoans. the large — Bt 4 
expenditure of money at home upon beautiful churches. end-— 
cathedrals, money which,’ so it is said >mignht) have been - - 
sent outihere to convert the heathen. I took. oceasion to- - 
remerk that ‘the sentiment appears to rest on the material-— 
istic idea that there is a direct ratiou between the peste) 
of money sent to the field and the profluct) in redeemed < pee 
regenerated men and women? So you see what- 4) think. of --— 
your new building project; I glory in every dollar apes 
in raising up anywhere beautiful temples for God's wors 
And T rejoice doubly with you in your success in ‘this ve 
CULE # ae, if 
: It was good to see an the OS 50. ‘ 
foemiliar faces? "I am introducing them’ to WresB; TI am Fahd 
sorry she has never so far become ee a OL with ther 
"in the flesh". 
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I ¢@hald Keep. in mind your heen, Ph | 2 
curios that may be, of use in: the. Sabbath School rooms. 
They are not likely to cost as much here as the poste ge 
end customs on them would come to; so you need not wor: 
about the cost. Occasionally one picks up something of 
interest in the villages. especially. — We are beginning 
our evangelistic work now in the villages for the win | 
and as the seminary is to have a hand. in thi's "I nay find — 
something of interest this winter. We ene ae yout 40 
miles from one of the most sacred parts of No th ia- 
a ; 
n ie Syedes 
by af 4 i : , 
bis 


Ferdwar on the Ganges; there is to be a big 
there soon, I Relea ed Che sot a 
such DCORRLON yi ayia dr Ngai laa) Le 

= ' You speak of a. photo 


“Turnet at Be ose ee Nhe diel ab 
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in 1919, bit I suppose they would be des 
Towever, ypu might try him, as that@is 1) 
have nad thken of any size. You know h 
in Princeton- Nassau Street would cet hi 
If he can't fix you up I shall havelto zg 
next summer in the Hills. Sorry I ca 
better at present in this Line? te > 
cabinet plioto of our family group eé | few weeks back? It 
would not jhave arrived by the time. your present letter 
was written, I think. It is not as 3900 as one could 
hope for-/ rather Tnglis haan type and the tnglish photo- 
grapher was just a bit gruff; he hurt Scottie's feelings, 
as is wisible in the pieture® 
The paper in which my s ermon appeared- the 
one 0n Peter- is oublished outfmere by Stanley Jones* 
colleére roommate. He is, like Stanley, somewhat on the 
Libe@r liside, I'am told,- a splendic, keen fellow all 
the game and one of the ablest men the Methodists have 
here, I told him I was afraid my Scrmon might pe Too 
conservative for him, but he has asked for more: 
We have just heard the results of the: 
Presicential election and are not disappointed’ ~- 
Annual Mission Meetins brought us.a num- 
‘ber of new responsibilities, as it usually does, j/but they 
are mostly of the uninteresting committee, variety; so I 
Shalz# not weary you with them, ~ I yam preparing a. course 
of lectures’ at) present, giving if simultané#ously to the 
whole seminary body in the evenings in Hidnsutani,- on 
the subject of “A Devotional ‘Study of Christian Tymnody". 
T ami beginning with a couple rather general lectures on. 
Worship to lead up to the particular theme. .) Later 2 
hopefto go thr ough Gree ok, Latin, and pete hymn history 
in a somewhat sketchy v ay, using ag a basis largely those 
hymns which are found in Hindustani it our Presbyterian 
Tymnal- i.e. translations from the languages mentioned. 
Last) sabbath evening in English and this morning’in 
Tindustani I conducted Song Services, using only . Greek 
Wymns“in the first and Areek and Latin ones in the’ second, 
speaking on each hymn and its writer in the usual way 
before singing it. Strange to say just. yesterday I = =~ 
developed myself such a cold in the larynx that I could 
not sing a\note this morning and scarcely speak loud enough 
to be heard at all! Rather an anorilous Situation! 
The regular seminary routine goes merrily 
on in both fnglish and Hindustani- I have also all the 
Greek, as you will recall. The boys are keen about my 
Ark Ms., especially so as it is beginning to attract the 
attention of scholars here and there. TI amin oorrespon- 
dence with Dr. $.C.B.Legs of London, chaigman of the joint 
Rritish and German committee that is revising Tisch.viii; 
he is quite keen about my collation of Mark and wants the,” 
vinole of my work, which he promises to use in the new work. 
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With our best regards to you all and to the 
weny eri emis in }st Church, 


659 Newark Avenue. 


WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


ELIZABET 


November 17th, 1928 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D. 
Lockport, N.Y. 


My dear Robinsons 


It gives me great pleasure to second the motion of 
the Second Church in inviting you to come to Hlizabeth. I was not 
able to see you when you preached in the Church some weeks ago though 
I fully intended to do so, but I very much hope that you will accept 
the call. Mrs. Crane and I will welcome you and iirs. Robinson to 
a place in our Presbyterian ministerial fellowship. Your father and I 
have been friends for many years and as you know associated in the 
work of the Seminary. I think I have met you when you were a student 
in the Seminary and I have watched your progress with great interest. 


The Second Chureh is a great Church. Dr. Cobb's long 
ministry was a very fruitful one and he had the good sense to resign 
while he was still going strong. They have been thoroughly trained 
and are especially responsive to pastoral guidance. Some of the best 
men in the city are members of that Church. Fendrich's brief 
ministry brought in a large number of new members though he did not 
stay long enough to incorporate them into the life of the Church. 
That will be part of your task. Hlizabeth is growing rapidly and 
great industrial corporations like the Standard Oil and Western Elec- 
tric are sending quantities of high grade men with their families to 
settle in Elizabeth and surrounding communities. It is true that 
their tenure is somewhat uncertain but when they leave they are 
replaced by others as good and there is always a large number of 
possible hearers to be gained from among them. 


The Sunday School and young people's work is very 
inspiring and should call out a man's best service. 


me 
Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D. 


seriously and if 
concern to me to 
congenial as the 
have been always 


LBC/E 


I hope very much that you will consider the call 
possible accept. It is a matter of personal 
secure a man in the Second Church who will be 
relations between Westminster and Second Church 
most cordial. 
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WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


November 20th, 1928. 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Lockport, N. Y. 


My dear Robinson: 


In my former letter I think I anticipated most of 
your questions in regard to the Second Church, but I will be a little 
more specific in reply to some of the topics mentioned in your letter. 


I think I told you that the Second Church was the 
strongest church we have here in Elizabeth. It has a large and 
loyal membership and I do not think there is any serious division of 
opinion in the Church. There was not at least during Dr. Cobb's 
pastorate except perhaps a negligible difference in regard to the 
question of moving the church which came up at the very end of his 
pastorate and of which I shall speak again a little later. 


In regard to Fendrich. Fendrich was a great adver- 
tiser with very radical views about publicity and his work brought 
the church into the limelight in a way which was different from their 
past practice and not especially congenial the older members 
of the congregation. At the meeting of the congregation which called 
you at an advanced salary the chairman of the Committee showed on the 
blackboard how the salary could be raised without material change 
in the budget. This was to be accomplished by a substantial reduc- 
tion in the amount allowed for advertising and printing and station- 
ery for which $1900.00 had been provided formerly. This will give 
you an idea of Dendrich's publicity program. He also was very atten- 
tive to the younger people of the congregation and some of the alder 
people felt somewhat aggrieved. Just how serious was the difference 
in the official board I do not know but from something Fendrich let 
drop while he was deciding on the Brooklyn call I judge that he 
felt somewhat hampered in the development of his program. Fendrich 
was a great drawing card but I suspect that his powers of developing 
the Christian life and ideals of his converts were not commensurate 
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Vv. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D. 


with his powers of attraction. 


There is a problem which the Second Church will have to 
face and which i&-has already faced in a way and that is the matter 
of location. As you know there are three churches very close to- 
gether. The First Church will never and can never move. All its 
traditions are associated with the historic site on which it is 
located. That leaves the Second and Third Church very close together 
and though each has a large congregation eventually one of them 
will have to move; just which it will be no one can say. The 
Second Church is of course in the stronger position so far as its 
clientele is concerned. On the other hand its property is much more 
valuable. Ido not think this situation is at present pressing 
amd will have to be worked out after a few years. On the whole 
if, as you suggest, I were gwing advice to my own son and if I thought 
he had the aptitude for aggressive work and the patience and per- 
sistence to develop his people I should advise him to accept the 
call. I do not believe there is a better opportunity than thad& in 
epee NeJ. and again I would say as I said in my former letter 


Atnat from my personal point of view I have strong hopes that you will 


come. 


You know my attitude on the important questions which 
are before the church at the present time and I have not too many 
sympathetic friends among the pastors of the vicinity and I would 


welcome your fellowship. 
Very sinceglge rs 
ye. ig 
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1103 MARY STREET 
ELIZABETH, WN: iU. 
November 20th 1928 
My dear Brother Robinson; 
I did not attend the 
Parish Meeting at which you were called to the 
Pastorate of the Second Chugch of Elizabeth WN J 
nor have I written to you since;because I wanted, 
if possible, to efface myself and to have you de- 
cide the question as if I did not exist. 
Nevertheless I feel now 
that the time has come for me to say that you hase 
received a call from a body of intelligent and loy 
al people who will follow your guiéance whitherso- 
ever you may desire to lead. 

Elizabeth is growing by 
leaps and bounds , There is plenty of work to be 
done . And the Second Church has always been eager 
to do its part. 

No one ever had @ more de- 
lightful Pastorate,continuing over nearly forty 
years,than I had and you will find also & happy 
field of service if you feel constrained, as I am 
hoping @nd praying may be the case,to accept tthir 
egll. 

You can count upon me to help; 
but can also be assured thet just as much &s pos- 
sible, I shall keep out of the way and leave you 


free to lead as may seem to you best. 


1103 MARY STREET 
ELIZABETH, N. J. 


I may say, further, that I have not attended a meet- 
ing of the Session since I left the Pastorate save 
last Month when they asked me to conduct the Com- 
munion for them. I am away almost every Sunday 
and in every other way try to efface myself, 

I make bold to mention these fécts, 
bec@use I know that,oftimes ,an old Pastor in the 
Congregation seems to stand in the way of the 
new Pastors work, But ,in this case,I do not think 
you need to have fears. 

Because I know how the hearts of the 
people have turned to you and because of the very 
remarkable way in which you won their affection 
When you were here and because I know that there 
is @ great work here to be done - therefore I am 
hoping that you may be moved of God to come , 

But,in any event,do not forget that I 
am praying that you may be divinely lead in this 


which I know is & momentous decision to you, 


Sincerely Yours 
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